
BAROQUE AND BEYOND
with

I DOLCE VENTI

A French Double harpsichord with its two keyboards and traditional black keys instead of the piano’s
white keys will travel from Brisbane to Mullum this weekend. This magnificent instrument is so
sensitive to temperature and humidity that it will need to sit in St. Martin’s Church overnight to adjust,
then be tuned note for note by the harpsichordist, English-trained Catherine Stirling. You don’t just
have to be able to play the harpsichord but you also have to tune the instrument and repair it when
necessary. A carpenter is expected to come with his screwdrivers and drills: a harpsichordist comes
with a bag of tools plus spare parts for this amazingly intricate instrument. Catherine studied at the
Royal College of Music, London, completing the Advanced Performance Course in Harpsichord in

1996, returning to Australia seven years ago. She is a versatile young musician, in high demand for solos and
ensembles such as the Badinerie Players and the QSO, with a repertoire ranging from Renaissance to
contemporary.

Catherine will play harpsichord solos by two great 18th C French composers: movements from a dance-like suite
by Antoine Forqueray which describes four beautiful young women, and a brilliant, breathtaking Gavotte with six
variations by Jean Phillipe Rameau. Catherine brings a refreshingly different tonal quality to the harpsichord in
these six ‘Doubles’. She will also partner our three fine recorder players, Nora Julien, Jodie Spinks and Michael
Towsey in a delightful trio sonata by Telemann and an alto solo by the English composer Edmund Rubbra.
Recorders are back. These extraordinarily beautiful and expressive instruments have made a comeback in early
music ensembles and modern bands. It is now cool to play the recorder!

Three dedicated and talented Queensland musicians will enchant us not only with their great choice of varied
music, but with the number of recorders, large and small, that they play with great skill.
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Salsa dancers can get their feet tapping to the Two Cuban Dances by Ignacio Cervantes, the handsome
19th C pianist and composer who lived in Havana and brought the Creole style to Cuban music.. You
Tube has many clips of his famous  dances written originally for piano. The piano sheet music is still
readily available. The dances to be played at the concert are specially arranged for two bass and one
great bass recorder - a far cry from the plastic school recorder.

Nora Julien, from I Dolce Venti, plays a tenor recorder with an unusual history. It is handmade from a very
light wood, but with an incredibly mellow, haunting sound, something like a Japanese Shakuhachi. It is
the last and the best instrument made by a Brisbane recorder maker some years ago. It’s maker, David
Tredenik considers this his ultimate and best. Its individual tone and character are such that it cannot be
played successfully in ensembles. To hear it played solo is a truly uplifting experience, even if one doesn’t
know its history.

There will also be a special unannounced surprise performance at the concert.

Don’t miss out at 3pm Sunday 23 Feb at St. Martin’s Church, Mullumbimby. Tickets at door.

A taste of things to come
ABCFM broadcast a concert given recently at the Art Gallery of NSW by the young Australian pianists Simon
Tedeschi and Sally Whitwell on Sunday 9 Feb at 2 pm. They played the music of George Gershwin and Phillip
Glass.

Both these exciting pianists are coming to play for us later in the year - Simon on 6th April and Sally on 23rd
November. If you missed this broadcast, you can still hear it through the ABC Classic FM's Sunday Concert page.

Calendar
We hope that you have received our attractive 2014 concert calendar and have it up on your fridge or other
prominent place as a reminder. More calendars will be available at the concert for you to share with friends.

Memberships
2014 memberships are now due: Single $20, Family $30

Membership gives you a $5 discount on concert tickets, as well as helping BMS secure the finest musicians for our
concerts. Your membership is vital to our society and your continued support is greatly appreciated. Memberships
will be available at the door of the first concert and AGM on Sunday February 23.


